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FAQs for the SENM Modular Courses of the 108 Academic Year
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Q1. What are the differences between SENM Modular courses and the current SENM
courses? What are the features of SENM Modules?
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The current SENM courses use the same textbook (Top Notch 3) with a unified
syllabus, and some students seem to be less motivated in English learning. In order to
increase students’ learning interests, the English Language Center proposes four
modules in this reform project: English for Multiculturalism, English for Presentation
and Public Speaking, English for Career and Profession, and English for Daily
Communication. SENM Modules provide diverse course subjects which allow
students to choose the courses that suit their interests and enable teachers to enhance
teaching and learning efficiency with their own expertise and experiences. In addition,
current SENM courses are year-based and taught by one teacher for two semesters;
on the other hand, SENM Modules are semester-based that enable students to choose
two different modules in two semesters to improve their English proficiency in
different ways.
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Q2. What SENM modular courses are available in the Fall semester of 2019?
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The English Language Center plans to offer four modular courses-- Multiculturalism,
Presentation and Public Speaking, Career and Profession, as well as Daily
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Communication, to suit students’ English learning needs according to the results of
the surveys on each college. There will be 30 SENM modular courses offered by the
English Language Center in the fall semester of 2019.
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Q3. How does the English Language Center develop these SENM modular courses?
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The English Language Center has grouped the teachers into four module-based teams.
Teachers sign up for different modules according to their personal expertise and
teaching experiences. Members of each module are expected to meet regularly in the
spring semester of 2019 to draft the contents of the modular courses and develop the
syllabuses and teaching objectives. The courses will be available for students to take
in the fall semester of 2019 after the course proposals are submitted to and approved
by the ELC Curriculum Planning and Review Committee (CPRC).
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Q4. How can students tell the difference between SENM modular courses and the
current SENM when registering?
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Since SENM is a required course, the course title of modular courses still need to
indicate that it is ‘Sophomore English.” However, names of different modules will be
shown as well, like ‘Sophomore English-Multiculturalism’, ‘Sophomore
English-Presentation and Public Speaking’...etc. The detailed course description will
be offered in the syllabus. During the first registration period, the teachers who teach
FENM courses are also required to remind their students to pay more attention to the
contents of the SENM syllabuses.
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Q5. Do the students know the planning of SENM Models?
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At present most of the students have not been widely aware of SENM Models, so
Freshman English teachers have to inform them of relevant information in the spring
semester of 2019. The English Language Center will declare the planning and course
contents of SENM Modules by posting relevant message on its official website and
make a school-wide announcement to make sure every student know about it.
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Q6. Do the courses of the same module have common contents and syllabus?
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There is no common contents or syllabus for the courses of the same module, but the
teachers of the same module will meet regularly to have mutual exchange of opinion
in course contents, teaching methods and in-class activities.
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Q7. Do the courses of the same module use common evaluation standards and grading
criteria?
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Yes, courses under the same module will use common evaluation standards and
grading criteria. Teachers in the same group will discuss the evaluation standards and
grading criteria according to the core objectives of their module. As to the midterm
and final exams, the teachers can evaluate and discuss about whether it is practical to
take the unified exams or not. If the teachers decide not to take the unified exams,
they have to propose feasible alternatives.
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Q8. In addition to the current unified midterm and final exams, are there other
possible assessments?
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The teachers in the same group can, in consideration of the modular objectives and
features, design diverse methods of assessments, such as written assignments,
individual or group presentations, role play (dialogue, drama, and interview), etc. In
addition, the teachers can also conduct classroom observation, arrange interviews and
have their students collect the data of the course for learning portfolios. However,
with regard to fair and objective assessment, the courses in the same module should
use common grading criteria and rating scale.
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Q0. Is the class size of a modular course the same as the current SENM course?
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Yes. The class size of a modular course is the same as the current course, with a total
of 25 students in a class.
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Q10. Is the teaching schedule of a modular course the same as the current SENM
course?
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Yes. The teaching schedule of the modular courses in 2019 is still the same as the
current SENM course.



